Knowledge and management of scabies in general practitioners and dermatologists.
Scabies is an infectious skin disease with an increasing incidence during the past decade. A survey was conducted among general practitioners (GPs) and dermatologists in the region of Ghent, Belgium, to explore their knowledge on scabies. Information on the treatment advice given and the frequency of reporting scabies to the Health Inspection was also collected. The scores on the knowledge test were of an acceptable level in both GPs and dermatologists (median score 59% and 79% respectively). We found that profession (dermatologist versus GP), the number of years of experience and the estimated number of scabies patients per year had a significant effect on this score. Permethrin cream, currently regarded as the standard treatment, is prescribed as the only treatment for scabies by half of the GPs and dermatologists. Almost 50% of the GPs and dermatologists indicated they rarely or never report scabies to the Health Inspection. As a result the correct incidence of scabies in Belgium, as in many other countries, is not known.